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Genesis 50: 15 — 21; Psalm 24: 1 — 6; Romans 8:28 Bt 32 50:15-21; 55 & 24:1-6; 28552 8:28
God of Wrath, God of Grace Bz . BH 78

The Old Testament is often thought of as being full

of God’s wrath and judgment and the New APEBERR/EQTTM (BRERMEH -
Testament as being the source of passages about EIES 73/\\\513 EEEE .
love and grace.
| shared this impression too, until | went to
me HEEEEARNS - HEEA T W -

Seminary.

Now, when I’'m writing sermons every week, | have e EREBERMEARRK REEKD

the opportunity to look at the lectionary. ERFLTEE -

The Lectionary is a list of scripture passages that BENAXEE L F —F BB EEMENR
covers every week for 3 years. S

Each week has two Old Testament passages and two EEEMBREY R HMEBT4& - heiEit

New Testament passages and offers the challenge of
preaching from at least one of them.
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Using the lectionary keeps preachers from just
preaching from their favorite passages and gives
both preachers and parishioners the opportunity to
study passages that roughly fit into the church
season and cover all the major parts and themes of
the Bible.
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| find myself often being inspired to preach from the
Old Testament, and see it as a rich source of stories

HRBECHEEAENBEEREEREESE - I

about grace and forgiveness. R E R il RS ARV AR -
The story of Joseph and his brothers in today’s SARBEPXNEMMN S FNRSERE— @S
scripture is a powerful example of that. HEGBIF -
Background of the Story of Joseph HNEWNENE=R
| have to give a little background to the story. HNWBFMIA—EHNESTS -
Jacob, also called Israel, had 12 sons from 2 wives - RERNES AT _ERT - EXE

and a couple of concubines.
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The last two sons were his favorites, because their
mother was his favorite, Rachel, whose hand in
marriage he was worked 14 years to win.
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Those boys were named Joseph and Benjamin.

& M8 55 70 B #IZZ AN AR -

Before Benjamin was born, Jacob or Israel tended to
spoil Joseph because he was the son of Jacob’s old
age, the baby of the family.
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Unfortunately, Jacob, and probably Rachel were a bit
obvious in their favoritism.

AZ=RZE - BEMIHUNREEBRAPER -

Joseph did not get along very well with his brothers. | 2B AZMMMB TR HEEESARL -
Favoring one child over another will cause thatin a HRXPR—ZTBREER  MELEERAF

family.

-

It affected Joseph’s character as well.

BHEE BRI -

First of all, he was a tattletale.

Bt ERREEEE -

He told his father bad things about his brothers.

i S &R SRR A I ST SR RV R

Secondly, Joseph was given an expensive coat made
of many different colored fabrics.
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This was a luxury item, unlike anything the other
sons had.

—EE%m  BEtREFEREANUMNYMm -

He gloated about this to his brothers.

51t 6] S 2 AR -

When his brothers saw that their father loved

Joseph more than any of them, they hated him and FNENSFSFMHRREBNZBREMM - BIRA
“could not speak a kind word to him.” (Genesis 37: I, REAERANREREE o

4)

As if things weren’t already bad enough between HEIERM LRSS E R >

Joseph and his brothers, Joseph had a couple of
weird dreams.

BEM S EEFENOS

In one, he and his brothers were binding sheaves of
grain in the field when suddenly Joseph’s sheaf rose
and stood upright, while his brothers’ sheaves
gathered around his and bowed down to it.
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In the other dream, the sun and the moon and 11
stars were bowing down to Joseph.
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Near- Lethal Sibling Rivalry and a Spoiled Joseph

U3 Z B MW BERAIE

Joseph made the mistake of telling his brothers
about those dreams, which enraged them even
more.
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It doesn’t take an expert dream interpreter to
understand that Joseph was dreaming that all his
older brothers, and even his parents, would some
day worship him or somehow be inferior to him.

NENSBRRIZMAERNSS  EE2MIR
8 - BRI - SAuf -

Even his father rebuked him for what was pretty
clearly his attitude toward others in his family.

®EMGRE M R P EM ARIRREERM -

As it turns out, these dreams seem to have been
prophetic as well.

SEER  BESUUFERSHR -

The brothers were boiling over with rage one day
when they saw Joseph coming toward them far out
in the fields in his fancy coat.

A—X  RBMEINEFE
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They grabbed him and tore the fancy robe off of
him.

i - FEENEREMS EHEFR -




Most of them actually wanted to kill him, but the
oldest brother Reuben convinced them just to throw
him into an empty cistern.

PR ARZHER E2BRI MR - BE2=E
AR P FEMINE © —EIZ= KO -

Then when a caravan of traders came by, they sold
Joseph to them for 20 shekels of silver.

MERU_+EEHREOBEL—FHFBA -

Reuben had planned to rescue him later, so he was
horrified when he found the cistern empty.

B BRAFTEHERERM - LISt 3EIR K00
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Between them, they cooked up a scheme to soak his
special coat in goat’s blood and take it back to their
father, as if Joseph had been devoured by a wild
animal.

iR P eI MR INE R ELLF MR EF RIS
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Pretty horrible, huh?

R MEINE ?

Brothers and sisters become jealous of one another
quite frequently, but Joseph’s brothers took things
to a whole new level.

RBEFRMRIEHFEE RS - BEHOENT
HFMHEEFFHFR—REZHARESR -

This is another story where we see that the
ancestors of our faith were far from perfect human
beings! But it’s not the end of the story.

EEMSE - MBI RMEM LrBELETFT
AN M BEEARHERER

Joseph in Egypt

RBZIEIR K

Joseph ended up in Egypt as a slave to Potiphar, the
captain of the guard for Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt.

HNEBREABIEREENEGRRRIEZF I
WEE -

After the cold harsh reality of his brothers’ cruelty
and betrayal, Joseph managed, with God’s help, to
earn the respect and trust of his master Potiphar.

ER B MERERE  OZELFOEN IR
ERE CRRZNEEMEE -

As Joseph grew older, he developed into a
handsome man, and Potiphar’s wife began to desire
him.

BENBRRA - Mt L —ERENSEA - K
RZNEFBEREM -

After days of persistent effort to seduce him, one
day she saw her chance.

RBERABNSIBEM  B—RHER 7S -

No one was in the house but the two of them, so she
grabbed his cloak to try to force Joseph to give him
what she wanted.

BER TMEAZINZBRIA - BRI E R
SHE - RBRER B ERIRRA -

Joseph, however, had also developed in wisdom and
honor, and he fled from the house.

R - BEANBNESNRZE R - Frth
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Unfortunately, Potiphar’s wife still had his cloak. AEHE  HEBZHEZFIAISEAMIZE -
Then, of course, she made Joseph LOOK guilty, even <
P sHy ENEXELENE  HENEEREER

though he wasn't.

So Joseph was thrown into prison.

REFZWEAE 7B -

He is lucky he wasn’t executed on the spot, in my
opinion.
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| doubt slaves had many rights in those days if push
came to shove.

EEREEMER - RARAEREDERES
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Joseph must have been a remarkable young man.

NEBEZME F AERFEA -




Even in prison he ended up being a trustee, with
broad responsibility and freedom of movement.

ENEEEEMS - IV EEEREA - FIEEFHZS
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Eventually Joseph, known for his ability to interpret
dreams, was called to interpret the Pharaoh’s
dreams.

NERZREESMES - MEEKR/EE
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He told Pharaoh that his dreams were a warning MEIREETF . S EtaenEs . Bae
from God that there would be 7 years of plenty

followed by 7 years of famine. REBATFENEFMTFRIN -

Pharaoh believed him, and made Joseph his second

in command for the whole land of Egypt so that he REMRE M - FERERBIRAREMN - DR

could help the country prepare for the 7 years of
famine that God had revealed were coming!

ol IR KA R RUNR E AL CER |

The Fate of Other Slaves

H AR E

African slaves in the United States have been a
subject of a lot of discussion during the last few
years.

EBRENEFD - ZEIRVIEMNNGE SR
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As slaves, the created much of the wealth of this
new country, but have seen a disproportionate
amount of the rewards.

RN - RS F EEMBER AR ME
PRESH R A ARREEA] -

The reason for this is that, even though African
Americans now have the power to vote and to hold
office here, serious problems remain.

BEFNSEBAREEREENETAE - 8
SANAFEFZREDE

White people in power have come up with
numerous schemes to prevent African Americans
and other citizens of color from voting, even this
year.

SREH0E AR B S 5 BIBS LEIFH
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Many of us fear that there might even be

HAFNASAREL  ERERFMBEZER

intimidation of voters in some polling places. ) 2L -

woR | B — 1 Ceg
And of course, we have seen repetitive stories of 24 M- ERIANERNNSE - B FEER
police officers killing Black men, men suspected of ZEANDPRERFIE NEMIETT EEEEEN

trivial crimes or even altogether innocent.
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Even in cases that make it to court, our justice
system is marred by a bias in favor of the wealthy
and the Caucasian.

BIEZHEERRAE - RMEAFRIETERE
EANBMAEARTE -

The Church and Slavery

U YR

Our history of slavery here is a very dark blotch on
the character of white citizens.

HMEENNREELEEBA RN ENER L
—fEIFE

Discrimination against people of color has a very
shameful history.

wRIERYS R -
HABABNKEZIFEINRESE -

Part of the reason, some argue, is that Christianity
has been seen as condoning slavery.

BARS BN REZEREBHRRAEMES
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Leviticus 25:44 — 46, for instance, says 44 “Your
male and female slaves are to come from the
nations around you; from them you may buy
slaves.

Bl - FIKED 25:44 - 46 - "ERIRAGINE - &
& O RINENE DS - "

45 YOUu may also buy some of the temporary
residents living among you and members of their
clans born in your country, and they will become
your property.

45" H A F EERPIR BRI PIRRE -
R EFRERY - R EIDIEE PR EA ; fith
PIZEIRRYESE -

46 YOU can bequeath them to your children as
inherited property and can make them slaves for
life, but you must not rule over your fellow
Israelites ruthlessly.

16" IR ER M PIEB L IRPINFHRAESE - EX
Z=EMPPERENE ; RZ2RMBE S
A - RPIACEREMES - "

In the New Testament, | Peter 2: 18 says 18 Slaves,
in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to
your masters, not only to those who are good
and considerate, but also to those who are
harsh.

(K)o BKISEIE 2:18 SRRFIEEA
- NBZEEHERNOIRREA ; AMEIEARAZ=
Ry - mEBFErVTZIEAR -

However, Galatians 3: 28 says 28 There is neither
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is

S - ALK E 3:28 BB BHRA - RBINE

there male and female, for you are all one in A ORBIER - OSBRE - WREBY - ERR
Christ Jesus. PEBEEE HIEAAE -

| believe that Paul and other Christians brought the B CRNEMEESEEASHRESERE
whole idea of equality into the world for the first

time, at least in the Western world. ZEFSEZHA SHER -

Joseph is the most famous slave in the Bible, but HEEBRKROEEZZLHWNE - BIREDNE 7445

Paul also wrote the whole short letter to Philemon
to plead with him to set free Onesimus, his runaway
slave.

BERIFIRORELS
.
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| don’t believe God ever condoned slavery, but in the
times and places where slavery existed, different
parts of the Bible speak to how slaves should be
treated and gave slaves themselves advice as to how
they could best survive their situation.

HAMBE LFREMB OGS - BEEREFEN
PRI RS - BRI AR ER 2 &Rk E] 1
WMITHFNR - WRNGEMPR® T NPUEREC
RIRR2 -

The Fate of Two Slaves in the Bible

BB N

Joseph did more than just survive.

REBFIHRARZER -

He rose to a position of trust and power, was
betrayed and fell from that position, but then gained
an even greater position of responsibility and power
by the Providence of God and by virtue of his

BB E 7 EERES
& - BRIIZ EFWWE

B LB EZUE
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: : RE - KMERS Y EANETMES -
competent and ethical service.
We believe the runaway slave Onesimus WAS freed | {94815 - IRkROM EFR R EI W BEFIFS R - 18

by Philemon, and later became a Bishop of the early
church and may even have had a hand in preserving
the letters of Paul!

KB EBHASNEHN , HEZERE
FEEH !
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God did great things with those two former slaves!

R AEMA B ERNNFRTE REARSE |




Our current passage from Genesis 50 shows what
happened when Joseph saw his brothers again years
later.

HPITERITE A5 50 ERFEERRAR R FRIE
REF T BRZENSIE

They had come to Egypt during the famine to get
grain in order to survive.

LR B AR BIR KK

The Brothers Face Some Consequences

T MFTEERR—ERR

Although Joseph recognized them, the brothers did
not recognize Joseph.

BEAZRLE M - BRRMRABHE

But they were saying among themselves, “Surely we
are being punished because of our brother.

BRI . "HMELES LEERE "

We saw how distressed he was when he "MESEERFEE - REEMOENRE . AIR
pleaded with us for his life, but we would not . N X )

listen; that's why this distress has come onus.” | & B - mESEHREIRMAE L -

22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t | tell you not to sin "B (ES - T HEASEREIRE . ROEEHT

against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now
we must give an accounting for his

blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph could
understand them, since he was using an
interpreter. (Genesis 42: 21 — 23)

ZF0E ? RZ2IRMABER - FrLURMMAYSEE R
PERT - 4 " 23"MMAREBRNERFLER - BA
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Joseph’s Heart Softens

RERDEE

Joseph left them and went to another room to
weep.

RERERMM - EX—REREBRII -

| think at that point he realized that revenge did not
make him quite as happy as he might have expected.

Hoat A IR R R RN IR B th PR ARV
R EE -

There are several more interactions between them
before finally, Joseph could bear it no longer, and he
told his brothers who he was.

MMz EEFEZHE  IBEDIATHER
=ar SRS -

At first that terrified them, because of what they had
done, but Joseph welcomed them and had a feast
for them.

SEMIFRBHHE 7 f - BROZEFSRM -
WAMPAEE -

There were many tears of joy and relief.

A ZERMNBERARER -

Then the Pharaoh himself heard about this and
invited all the families to come to Egypt where they
would have “the best of the land of Egypt” to live on.

RERH IEHRRER - BRABRGRARIE
Koo WA EE "R RERFA9 T ith" -

Pharaoh also sent many gifts with the brothers to
convince their father of the sincerity of their
welcome.

FERBEBLEIRFZRY) - LERARMMMAIR
FMAEE ZEM BB -

Jacob was convinced, and moved his entire extended
family to Egypt where he lived in peace and plenty
with all his loved ones to a ripe old age.

HEWRGRR 7 - WK HMBERERE TR ; &
MEMEFRARANFHEE - £E7TH - BRI
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It is a fantastic story.
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Forgiveness is a big part of it.
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Apparently love finally overcame any desire Joseph
had for revenge, and his relief and joy at having his
family again was intense.

B BERARR FOZBRERNOSE - it
Holj AT@EE%AW?UEKE’JE'T%E—E% AR -

God also apparently forgave the brothers, for they
ended up being much better off than they were
before, and were set to survive the famine, as well
as being reconciled with their brother for their grave
crime against him.

ERBROER FEERSE - BRMM&EALLI
A1 L BIFNEE - WHE RSP ERE MR - TR
B RN 48R LD PRRFERE

Forgiveness led to reconciliation which led to
restoration of families and even to restoration of
prosperity.

SREHE - NERGRER  BEEERER

God also had a very large partin it.

EREEPOE (RZIC -

The Meaning of the Story

MENEE

When Jacob died, his brothers became afraid again
that he would take revenge on them.

HEBIEE - AR MBREEIENR -
HAh RN -
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But he said 19 “Don’t be afraid.

BEMER 19"51F1H - "

Am | in the place of God? 20 You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving
of many lives.” (Genesis 50: 19 — 20)

"HERERNEMIE ? " 20" ER PN EREES
- BHNERRZHR - ZREFZANHE
o RS RS o "

As the Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:28, “we know
that in all things God works for the good of those

IEMETEREETEZEFE 8:28 '43)5 M"&TF? =SS

who love him, who have been called according SHERRT) - MEWHIAR ERE
to his purpose.” BEWENA "
That's exactly what God did for Joseph. ABIE 2R AP IRY -
No one can claim that God wanted Joseph's | se5 AsERR B ERMZHIBHEN T EMIBH
brothers to throw him into a cistern and then sell | i L
him into slavery. KM - RIS MG -

BE FBHIEMIETERENOZETZHMAMS

But God surely worked it for good, for Joseph
himself and for many others.

ESaRiNES

May God give us the patience and trust that
Joseph had.

8 _E /85 R P B ZAR M ROMT O AT -

Our Obligations Now

MRS RIETS

The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy met this past
week.

=] H-RRERREGELBEEZE -

In honor of September being the month our church
designates for a focus on the care of creation, we
heard a lecture by Dr. Ben Sanders, a professor at
Eden Seminary, who showed us that care of creation
includes care of all its creatures, including all the
peoples of the earth.

HMASTRNAER " HREVMNER " WCTR
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He pointed out how some of the same bad theology
that led European conquerors to believe they had
the right to enslave and slaughter many groups of
people around the world also led them to treat the
earth with violence and destructiveness.

gL - B EERRAY - EREUMEARE B A
BREISNREERSZMAZSANBERE - &
BSERSIRZEURDANBE R FHIKITA -

We are now reaping the consequences of all of those
destructive acts.

HMREEEAREERRTRHOER -

Climate change is producing storms that are more
severe.

SRSLESRRERSE -

Callousness to the plight of poor people and people
of color is fueling the spread of the virus here.

HEANABARBERNSENR M REEEE
RERE -

Perhaps the policies of Egypt led to years of famine
in the time of Joseph, just as bad policies in our day
and time have.

TR ENERNT  BRBEERER 7 ZFH
BT - MR FIRENBREER—1 -

God'’s creation is one.

EmHEIEE—RE/ -

It includes plants, animals, soil, water, air, and
people of all races and religions.

T©EREY - B 1E - K
FERFIREL -

ERLKREERE

We can’t care for one without having all in mind.

MREBEEREE - HAMFEEREIE DT
—1@ -

May God forgive us for our sins against the earth
and against all its creatures.

R _E R G TPt 3k R H R B RIS M PR R
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And may he help us find ways to restore our world
and all its peoples to safety and health and
prosperity.
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