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High Holy Days

ZEHH

September is a very important month for us.

9 AHRMKRZIFZEZMHD -

It begins with a holiday, with Labor Day Monday which
gives us a last long weekend for play, for a short trip, for
family or friends.

—FiamARE  HBEEEH-SEHERM—E
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When | was growing up, school didn’t start until after B \HOE - EIRTE RS EN S e A EIE . (BA+ R
Labor Day but that changed a few decades ago for . s -

various reasons. RiggREE

School has already started here, whether in person or RESENERCKHE  BEREFRBIER, R LE
online or both. s E AR FEST -

Unfortunately, it also seems to be the worst month for
hurricanes and wildfires.

A=WZ - EUFOERENET XKERENHD -

September is a very special month in Judaism.

EBRHE - WERFERKRAD -

It is always of interest to me to take a look at what is
going on in the “religion of Jesus.”

BRI RECFISRENS - —EZRAOHE -

September is the time of the High Holy Days. NWBERZ2E&EHRE -
Rosh Hashanah began the evening of Friday, September BAMFZEM 9 H 18 HEHM O LRk - EEISHK 9
18 and ends this evening, September 20. B 20 B%

Rosh Hashanah is the first day of the year for Jews, and
celebrates the creation of the world.

BLAHEZBAA—FHNE K - EREFRALE -

Rosh Hashanah coincides nicely with our season of the
care of creation in the Presbyterian Church.

BAHEREFEARMRENS D ‘BOSREIE I
Ma -

For Jews, it marks the beginning of a 10 day period of
introspection and repentance.

HPAARR - B2/ 10 ROESMIBLAIRA -

At the end of the 10 days is Yum Kippur, known as the
Day of Atonement.

FERAVSE 10 KEMEEH -

There is a feast the day before Yum Kippur but then AI—KBERE  BEZROEFEH ARZAEE25
many people fast for the 25 hours of the day itself. EANER

They repent from all their sin_s for th_e whole year, s —BEMREEY - WHEFAM  2HERES
and visit people to seek or give forgiveness the e

best they can. WEETER -

They also give to the synagogue and to charity and thfEDEEMZ=HBIEE  TEEE2FEBRED
spend much of the day in the synagogue. SR -

It is an impressive set of actions calculated to help
people search their hearts and to prepare for a new
beginning in a new year.

—ZIL AR RZNEE - SEEHAMRRES
EE’\JW/U AR —FIRE— @RS -

The passage from Jonah was offered as the scripture for
September 20.

EIR20HEX  NZEPRI—ERENZWSIA -

The book of Jonah is traditionally read on Yum Kippur as
a reminder of God’s mercy to all those who return to
him sincerely.
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We are only reading a chapter of this short book, but |
hope you will take the opportunity to read the whole
thing soon.

HMSKABENAREPHN—F - BRABZLAEFREUIE

ZREELNE -

It is a great read! And only a bit over 2 pages!

EE—AFE ! MERB2EZ |

Jonah the Prophet

gy SIS

Jonah is described as a prophet during the reign of
Jeroboam I, which took place for 40 years in the 8"
Century BC.

NZHEM AR 2 _ B Ha RIS - BEER
TORI 8 tHACTEAL 40 £ -

Those years were a kind of a golden age for Israel, at
least for the upper classes.

BEFHRURI - 208 EERKNRGR - 2—E=2
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Jeroboam Il was able to recover every piece of land that
had ever been lost by his predecessors.

HRZEN 22 _tHliE v sk RS Lt -

He also took some steps toward reconciliation with the
southern kingdom of Judah, realizing that these two
related kingdoms were much better off as allies than as
competitors or enemies.

BRI T — Lo . MM ATEAIR - B
S EMETEE AR RIEARIHFAMABES

% -

Jeroboam Il even went so far as to give some land he
had taken from Syria to the king of Judah.

Rz _HEZELMUERARESH T IIET 7%
ARE -

Israel under Jeroboam Il had a vigorous trade
relationship with the Phoenicians, the great seafaring
merchants of the day.

HiZEN %2 RS N BSRERNEAMESE AR
EEANBZZEBNESRE% -

The country enjoyed great prosperity during this time.

EERREE  BRFEEE -

Unfortunately, moral standards and faith in the true
God had collapsed during the previous King, and
Jeroboam Il did nothing to change that.

FENR - BB% —FEETHAEMR B
HEBNENDERR - BRNE AN ET
B -

In fact, there was an explosion of idolatry, with people
building altars to the pagan gods Baal and Ashtarte, and
some even sacrificed their children to the cult of
Moloch.

FE L BERIFE - APRSEZE DN itz
BIERE E2BEAREBECHE TG 7 EEM -

Jonah’s Call to Nineveh

NERFHRIEREM

Since Jonah the prophet had anointed Jeroboam Il at his
coronation, we assume he was a popular person in the
court.

HAREHAZBEMERS CEBIEREZ - HFR
BMERE EZERALRLIAY -

When God called him to go to preach in Nineveh, Jonah
rebelled.

2 LHYAMEEEMEER  W=RET -

Nineveh was the flourishing capital of the Assyrian
Empire, which was occasionally a threat to Israel.

EEMERlwENERZE  BRIHUBIIBE

.
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It was wealthy, powerful, and pagan. TEEAN - BAWMAE LHH -
Jonah did not want to go. HNEALEE -

Instead he hopped a ship heading for Tarshish,
2500 miles in the opposite direction! Nineveh was
only 550 miles away, by contrast.

R - Bk £ —1REERITETTEE 2500 522 ARG
=fiE | HEZ N - EEHE 550 =EiE -

But running away from God is futile.

BRBEE 2B -

As Psalm 139 says, “Where can | go from your
Spirit?

IEWESR 139 BraR « "REBE RSB IRAE ?




Where can | flee from your presence?

ESE R SR B RV E ?

81f 1 go up to the heavens, you are there;

8 HEMERKL - IREHE -

if | make my bed in the depths, you are there.”
(vss. 7- 8)

REERE NP - REOEIE" (7-88 - FIa™X)

God Finds Jonah

EREHRIN=E

God was on the ship with Jonah, and God was in the sea
and the sky which surrounded him.

FRENZFRENM L - FF T ERGEEMNEERARX
F

A great wind and a violent storm began to batter that
ship and all the sailors and passengers that were aboard
were terrified.

RERRFEIRETEMM - fa EPTARIKFRIRZER

FIRAE -

They even threw all their valuable cargo overboard to
lighten the load to help their chances of survival.

i E 2R B EENEDINEIINURER T - 5K
A .

Everyone aboard was crying out to their god to deliver
them-- all except for Jonah, who had gone below,
curled up, and gone to sleep.

fin_ERBEA SR M PIASKR--FR T RZLSN ; i
ERRE - BHEE - ODEE -

Some people are able to sleep to escape an unpleasant
reality.

BEAR TABIAARNIBE - BEEE -

But that provided Jonah with only a temporary escape.

BERBNERM T —([EHRAIZER -

The captain of the ship went below and woke Jonah up,
asking him to add his prayers to those of the rest of the
people on the ship.

MREIRE  WENZ  ZMMRM EEMIOA—ES

e

Finally, in desperation, they cast lots to find out if
anyone was on the ship was guilty of making his god

angry.

K& - thAEEMREE  DERM EREEEGARY
A ERRISE -

Thankfully, their superstitious belief that a god would
work through casting lots was justified when Jonah was
revealed as the problem, because he was.

ZEMMFMRENGERREBR LN Z/BEE -
ERfthmZ -

| don’t recommend this method for us today, but it
worked in the book of Jonah, and Jonah confessed to
the people on the ship that he was running from God,
“the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry
land.”

RARZREREED L BENZEFEEEAN; 8
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The sailors and the other passengers were terrified,
and asked Jonah what he had done.

KFFEMEREEMNR 7 - MO ST -

To his great credit in an otherwise despicable
series of actions, Jonah admitted that the storm
was his fault, and that they should throw him into
the sea and it would become calm again.

Ui — BB RAEROTHREANER - HZER
REFSEHMONE ; HFEZEHHEsE SR
BREETH -

Remarkably, this group of men of mixed religions
and nationalities who were in grave danger were
reluctant to do that.

RERIRZ - ERFARTRH - FARBEIFEOA - BIEEE
kR Pt ARRE R -

They tried to row back to land rather than to throw
Jonah overboard.

it B Z L XIEFE - MAZRHNERAZP -

But the storm got even worse.

BEREARESERE -

Finally, they felt they had no other choice, but
prayed for forgiveness as they did so.

BB ECRIRERE - RERMMIPTERITK
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When the sea became immediately calm, they
offered a sacrifice to God, the REAL God, and
made vows to him.

2RUNSEFER - tmMmL® - EIERERE - I
[a) ft 5 B8 -

God Saves

ERRR

So this rebellious prophet made converts while he
was running away from God! | am reminded of
Paul’s statement, “God works all things for good for
those...who are called according to his purpose.”

PRUGE NI B BRI FCANTE 28 B = ROBIE P ol |
B TREN—TRE . "LRESSERNN.ME
BiMEEHAA "

Even Jonah himself did not die, but was swallowed
by the big fish, and then was vomited out onto dry
land!

HNZRBT - MERKRESIIED, REEMIECAEN
2 !

God is merciful.

ERRLER -

Many people were endangered by Jonah'’s
rebellion, but no one lost their life, not even Jonah.

FZANRABKNZERNNE  ERIEE - BRBAAE
£ BEENEMRE -

And a bunch of people became aware of the God
of the Hebrews, the creator of the world, and made
sacrifice and vows to him!

—EAREREERAERAN LY - HRWBIEE I
[ # RS ER T IR |

Second Call to Nineveh

F_RRFHIEEM

But that’s not the end of the story.

BEEAZHERESR

After Jonah made his way home, however that
occurred, God spoke to Jonah a second time, and
said, “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim

HZMORRE - ERE_RELY

ZEE a0 IR
X FEEMARE BEPHERES

F PRI N RAY

to it the message | give you.” (Jonah 3: 2) e (HNZEE3:2)

This 'time Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went ER e TERREENEE - ST RRY -

to Nineveh.

One of the paradoxes of the Christian faith is our belief EEREDIEEmE it — SR MAEEDEEW

in an all-powerful God and at the same time in personal
free will.

&
% BRXMEEEANBEEE

Free Will Versus a Sovereign God

EEETEERNLET

My personal way of reconciling these two seemingly
opposing realities is this.

HEABEMEELUHUNIRESE - MUSRAVERE

| believe we do have free will, but eventually God’s will
WILL prevail.

RHEERMEESE M BRZMHNOEEBE -

=R /L_;\

Jonah was free to rebel, but it cost him.

NZo]DIEENRR - BMERUILTHAE -

Eventually he agrees to do what God asked him to do.

A MBS M EHEMMAES -

| don’t know how that works out in any particular
individual person, but | do believe that God is the Alpha
and Omega.

HAMESEANTRESRL - EREBERELHE
FIREA (FYR) ME2KAn (A4T) -

The end of history will be what God wants.

BENERERE EHEER -

But in the meantime, what we choose makes a great
deal of difference to each one of us, to those around us,
and to the world at large.

B2EUEE - ZMEEHRMEEA - HMPBEN
ANUKREEET - ZEMRARAE -

But back to Jonah.

BEREIHZE -

He went to Nineveh, and walked into the middle of the
city, which took a full day, the city was so large, and
then delivered God’s message.

=7 FEfEM - 16
REEHZNIEZAK -

VEE-RNBEZTERRFE - o
REBEET LWHER -

It was a simple one.

EREEN—E -




“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”
(3:4)

"BRNtTX - EEMBERSER T !” (3:4)

Nineveh's Response

[EEMrE]iE

When the king of Nineveh heard the message, he
immediately took off his royal robes, covered
himself in sackcloth, and sat down in the dust.

EEMTEREERR  TMRTIN - W - 4
FEIRP -

Not only that, but he also issued this royal decree:

AMEWUE - MhiESEm BRI

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste
anything; do not let them eat or drink.

‘AN~HE - FFEATRRA ; FEz - TAKR -

8 But let people and animals be covered with
sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let
them give up their evil ways and their violence.

8 AT EBHER Lt - S—EAFLABY)ME £
Wi - WHELERBRNGTR - AMEERNE -

9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with
compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we
will not perish.” (Jonah 3: 7 —9)

o thEF EFEREMNEMMOE - AEER - BRAMA
ERBT - .7 (NEE3:7-9)

| heard at the funeral of John Lewis that he used to

preach to the chickens he cared for when he was 4.

HENE- Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ ( John Lewis ) RUZEIE FEZ:R - fthi
20 4 RS IRERRVHEE 8

He even baptized and married some of them! And
then he couldn’t eat them.

MEZEREMACLAEPH—LHERHITRE | REM
AEElZEM -

My husband’s sister decided to stop eating meat
when she was a young child, and has stayed a
vegetarian ever since.

FLCREBE/NRHEROREAIZA - WHIEAE—
BERFERE -

We don’t know whether animals have souls or not.

A ESYEEEER -

The Ninevites seemed to think they do! EEMAMNFERBEMHA !
God Responds rwEE
Well, God DID relent. HIE - EFEENE LR

How could God resist all the people and cows and
chickens and goats all fasting and covered with

EREBENMERBNA - 4 HNLFHREE - WK E

sackcloth ! fif e !
And what about Jonah? BAZENE ?

Most preachers or evangelists would be overjoyed
with such a response! A whole big pagan city,
along with their animals, repenting from their evil
ways!

AZHBH IR MERMSREERNCRMSE | 2(E
AME EFRIET - DURMPRENY) - EEASRBRVE RS £
=

But not Jonah! To Jonah, this seemed very wrong!
He became quite angry that God chose to forgive

the people and animals of Nineveh! Why?!ll Can
you understand why?

BRZ=RE | HHZHER - BUTFEIFEHEZRN | R
R - AR LHEESREEMNBENHY | BT
B2 UL IREERRE AT NS ?

Jonah’s Anger HNZRER
Jonah tells us why. V2 EFBMBTE -
He said to God, fth¥ E75ER
“Isn’t this what | said, Lord, when | was still at “EXIE . R B ADLLAT - ﬁz:%:mﬂ EEEE
home? That is what | tried to forestall by fleeing to . . R »
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate ﬁ%ﬂL1 VS ZE IR R 14\;@%%»55?5 A
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God s T A

,% nilﬂé V=1 1= J

who relents from sending calamity.




3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for
me to die than to live.”

3FALL - B - JIIEIE | IWIE FLEEZEH ! 47

Wow. ME !

Jonah was mad because God forgave Nineveh! So | yy=E4 &  FHA FSESRTERY | ti3reEgllE
angry that he said ‘it is better for me to die than to sz e

live!” RER RIS IEEEEY |7

What does that say about Jonah that he was angry | ;o meey gm0 s |

That sounds like Jonah himself has a need to BB AR = A A B |

repent!

It seems to me that God was very gracious and loving
towards Jonah as well when he said, “Is it right for you
to be angry?”

EHER  LHRFEE
BERIE?”

BHHORR | ROREEE

God Responds to Jonah

EREREOZ

Instead of answering, Jonah went outside the wall

=3 %, e O . PSP A 4 o

of the city and sat down to sulk. MEEARIE - MEEHI - BEASmL T

He was still waiting to see if God would destroy the R S B T e LY e e

city, MBESEE LB BB RBEENT

While he sat there, a fast-growing vine grew up and EMAERER  —RERDENBRERD - WHHNIE

provided him with some shade. fH— LS TE -

Jonah’s mood improved a little, but the next day R | RS TT . aEEERTE
A =HY ’ = ’ EEE E E\ 32

when a worm chewed on the plant, the plant died,
and Jonah was once more exposed to the blazing
sun.

7 AEBRBEENHETD -

He grew faint and morose once again, and said,

fiREEBE - XHABEMMER

“It would be better for me to die than to live.”

‘I TEEZEEE

God is still trying to get through to Jonah, so he

ERINERFBNZEE - It EMhER  “REREE

says to him, “Is it right for you to be angry about the

plant?” HEREMEESRERE?”

Jonah replied, “It is. And I'm so angry | wish | were | FZEIER | “HWEEACD | RREBRE 7 17 (K=
dead.” (Jonah 4: 9) 4:9)

Jonah has learned nothing. NE2ERBEERHG -

Nothing about the mercy of God that spared the WAZRRES EFEREEMBIIASEHIZREER - ™
Ninevites OR Jonah. His response to getting hot SHERAE A TEZF RS  ASRERTE

because he is sitting in the hot sun waiting for a city
to be destroyed is to get angry.

F

We might think he has a few more options, such as
leaving that hot spot to go home or even going
back into the city of Nineveh to teach them more
about God.

HF B tE B EERE - AINBRRIBEIEARN
s ExR - EZEEZEEMN - @it fiEEE SN L
TEREIE

But no, he is addicted to his anger and his sense of
grievance against God and says “I'm so angry |
wish | were dead.”

BERE - IR ERMNE EBHNAm 2B
“BWRER  FERELIET
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Anger And Its Consequences

BRREER

| have to believe that for God to hear a statement
like that from one of his beloved children — a
prophet no less — is painful.

BOEME  EBLFRIMOENHEP—EZF--ER
I (FERMRILZ R OB -




Life is a gift given to us by that very same God, and
such a statement is like kicking God in the face!
Especially when there is no good reason for
Jonah’s depression.

et E N LEFHTHRANEY - AMAEEEN
PRI 2T L | AEHAZESE —EFIEHEA

He is depressed because he is angry, and angry
because he can’t stand the thought of God loving
someone HE doesn’t love.

WRAERTAE - MERERAEERE LEEMT
BHIA -

i.e. the Ninevites.

2 EEMMAIA -

Jesus is clear when he says he wants us to feed,
love, and pray for our enemies.

M RBE M SR P EAR MMM - 24 - &
finffis= -

He knows it goes against our nature.

WEHEEES  RMARE -

He knows it is very very difficult.

WEIEEIFEIF B EE -

But that's what Jesus Christ our Lord wants. He
wants us to love them enough to want them to be
saved, too.

BEMZHMOELREERER - tARZHFIEM
- ZREEEHFREMPTSEIRR -

What happened to Jonah that he can’t stand the
thought of his enemies being saved?

RN ZHORRRABIRRL - VLSRN ?

Jonah has been given so many gifts.

NZEAFR T RZNEE -

In Israel, he associated with the king and with other
important people.

7L &S - thERETMEMEZANRE -

He received the gift of being spoken to by God - -
several times in this story.

EEENED - thZRAR 7 EHHMRENR S

He has rescued by God from death in a miraculous
way.

il AZF IRARAY T AR ERIESE TR -

He has experienced the success of a whole city
turning to God from their heathen ways.

i AL RE 7 ZE B mh B I EA S L BB 0 LRI
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For a day, he even experienced a little minor
miracle with the fast-growing plant that sprang up
to give him shade.

B—X  tEEZKE 7 —E/NFE -
fin iz -

Tl RIERAH

Now, finally, he is experiencing God speaking to
him again to try to show him what it means to be
the prophet of a loving God.

AE - Bk -t EEAEE R ERE MR
RIBBREA L RAO5EH -

Al [l e fth

He was so blessed.

fih 24N UERI==2E

Yet he is so angry he wishes he were dead.

BEMRER  FEMBSKE S -

Let us pray.

HEHPES -




